Michael Collins
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el f«rm"tmna and Euzz Aldrm took thetr ane small step
fame, astronaut Mlchael Collins vital job
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nto the moon and mto

to fly the main spacccraft round and round the moon until
t was time to collect the otier tWo and return to-Earth When
he was round the back of the moon _and out of’ radm cantact, .
chael was the mostisolated human that had:ver lived:




s pilot of the command module, called Columbia,
Michael was left all alone whilst his two friends
became the first to walk on the moon. They landed
sn a module called Eagle, but Michael remained in orbit.
‘ach time he flew around the back of the moon, Michael
|ost radio contact with Earth. But Michael loved the

'jfelt lonely. If anything had gone wrong with Eagle, Neil
and Buzz would have had to be abandoned on the moon,

him successfully.

Hello?

ASTRONAUT TRAINING

On a journey into space, one tiny mistake can quickly
lead to disaster. Preparing for adventures often requires
far more time and effort than the trip itself - and being
an astronaut requires more skill than any other kind of
adventure! That was certainly true for Michael, Neil and
Buzz as they prepared for the first ever journey to the
moon. The training was incredibly tough and careful
planning was needed.

FROM ROCKET SCIENCE TO SPACE ROCKS

Firstly, to be an astronaut, you need to understand a
~ lot of maths and science. Michael said that the most
important equipment for an astronaut is a ruler and
pencil, which doesn't sound very adventurous! The next
- stage of training involved hundreds of hours of flying

skills, learning to navigate from the stars and studying

geology so that they could research Moon rocks.

But of all the training the astronauts went through, the
centrifuge training was the worst.

It involved being spun round

and round until they
felt sick! This prepared
the astronauts for the
G-forces they faced
when their spacecraft
rushed back into
Earth's atmosphere.

so Michael was very relieved when his friends returned to

WE HAVE LIFT OFF
After basic training, each astronaut
became an expert in particular skills.
No one could learn everything, but
as a team, Michael, Neil and Buzz had
all the knowledge needed to attempt
something that had never been done.
Michael felt lucky to be involved in
such a famous adventure, though he did feel pressure
because he knew that the whole world was watching.
On top of that, the journey to the moon and back was
dangerous as well as difficult. Blasting off in Apollo 11
must have been nerve-wracking, but to be able to say
that he was part of such an historic expedition was worth
all the hard work and worry.

“ I know that | would be a liar or a
fool if I said that | have the best of
the three Apollo 11 seats, but I can
say with truth that | am perfectly
satisfied with the one I have. *







i most Likely To go wrong. There's fo much fuel
in our vocket that an explosion would be like
‘» fiﬂ')h‘j on 1,000 tonnes of TNT. | PVQFGV wot To
< think about that! | don't want o make amy filly

mistakes and embarrass myself either. But mostly
| am excited about the adventure!

Helicopter training yesterday was great Fum,

| and taught of a Lot about Flying 2 spacecraft. It's
like rubbing your turmy and patting your head
at the same time. It was better than Learning
about rocks, which we have been dragged all over
the world to do. We also had tfo learn jvh‘jle and

D}:AR D‘.ABY e desert survival skills in case we
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Well, it's not long now until we head fFor the @’, dolne:ela :'V:ka y ‘::; "
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moon. What 2 wild thing to whitel A Lot of hard & i e

~ work, 2 bit of 2 brain, and 2 dollop of luck gof
e info this adventure. [1's Sunday, my one day

M\/ adventure T3 fjo)hﬂ to have 2 blfj .H“\PQCT on
Patricia and our lovely three kids. No one thinks

I:I of the week fo relax. Ive jut COOk?d a delicies rmuch about the loved ones that advenfurers leave
lamb corry (I m_ade a Me“.of fh.e kitchen, b ohied wher we haad off chasing our crazy i
ithough!) and evgoye.d playing with ey dog, DBk dreams. But It's scary and lonely For them. Ann '

: f breryThing Joend e gorial. and Michael are only four and three, fo don't ;
4 : o veally wnderstand. But Kate's feven and she |
_My posl wife, atrica, feces ' nderstands what I'm qoing fo try to do. I'm glad ’
R oormied. | wrdlerstand that. We ve rhe Likes the idea of Daddy being an astonast 1 ,
Hotng to be Flying a 40’_900 kie/s and doesn't feem too worried about it I'lL riss g

: — that's pretty Fastt | quess Ui a bift oneasy e il whow T'om up There! R

| too, especially about the lavnch when fomething
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